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recommended by the Church at New- 


Mills, was committed to the examin- 


ation of the Rev. Mefirs. Faac Skill- 
man, Henry § and Samuel ‘Fones, 


D. D.. and 1 is now re-publifhed by or- 
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tite ELDERS AND} MESSENGERS OFA BAPTIST . 
SSOCIATION, HELD AT BROMSGROVE, IN * 


WORCESTERSHIRE, JUNE i1.AND 12, 1783— 
“FO, THE SEVERAL CHURCHES THEY RE- 
PRESENT, SEND SALUTATION 


DEAR, BRETUREN, oo! glib 


to Commas the glory of God, and your fpiritual edification, and 
haying your. and. diligently attended to their con- 
tents ; and in fome meafure mourned over your diftrefles, and re- 


joiced i in. your. comforts and profperity ;. we now fend you our 


sa UGHTS ON THE MOST PROPER METHOD OF 
TRAINING UP YOUR TENDER OBFSPRING, 
FOR THEIR GOOD, AND YOUR COMFOR T AND 
HE GLORY OF GOD. 3 


a @ matter of great importance in. Cd and. fhould be at- 
éd to. with unrematting diligence, as far as your power and 


It. is the duty of all Parents to train up 


at idren in the beft manner they can; and they who neg- 
ject thear antwerable, for all 
‘and their own refpedctive, families and they are | 


chargeable, in with all the evil aétions. done ia their 
ence, or by their, conniyance., this light Jofhua under, 
ematter, when he uttered that holy: tsfaletiehs “As for 
Be and my houfe, we will ferve the. Lord.” . The fame Rape is 
conveyed tows by the Lordrhimfelf, in his:‘remark on. the 
ule -Abrahaia would make of his parental: authority +, #3 
phat Abraham, will, command his houthold. after him.?? 
Da -affumes this 7 over his own houfe: “ He that 
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wacker’ deceit fhall not dwell within my | houte he that telleth 
me not in my 


ay ths power of governing families naturally devolves on 
parents, that power fhould be ufed to promote the advantage 
and beft intereft of the ‘when it is, the 
governors mult neceffari become objects of blante. 


The exercife of good government i in a family, isa reat blef- 
fing; and ‘they ‘who are diligently dcéupied thereiny 
-pleafire of “feeing its good effets.’ Means and “end arc 

joied togethér by ‘a’ wile Providence and -all: ‘who conftantly 

attend this governing’ ‘well, thal fee ‘the ‘advantage, 
arid reap the fruit of their labors, : léatt-in fome happy degree. 
And cenicientious parents fhould not have their utmoft 
withes fulfilled, nor fee thofe effects which’ they'earneftly ‘defire, 
and reafonably expeét; yet they enjoy the fatisfaction of having 
done their duty, which affords peace of édniciencé, and i is to 
€hém & feaft. fath have the blefling and: ‘approba 
6f'Gods thoi’ doeft well, thalt thou not’be'aécepted ? + 
—In keeping’ his commands there 
good ‘and faithfal fervant—Tf thou doeft well, ‘fin lieth -at the 
door.”  Itis a heinous fin to neglect our duty i in. training 
ebiildren: ‘This: was ‘old Eli’s great defect 
count, and for what took place in confequence Lord 
both denounced ‘and’ executed judgments on on him and his i! 


There i is a path in which children fhould be trajned up, 
in ‘whieh’ they oughit® continually to ‘walk.’ not” 
left to their own depraved ‘ot todo’ in 
their ownleyess; “for ‘children are under the’ divine law,’ 
their parents, confequeritly’ caré fhould be'taken’ to ‘f 
them*in'the knowledge’ of its ‘precepts, long as they utid 
parental authority. ‘There “is ‘a ‘time When parents. will ‘fot: 
aceountable for the conduct of their children ‘ander 
their overnment, it is their Sle to train, them up in ott 
which "God has“eonimanded. “Te Hot matural ‘for Chil 
walk-in this way’; therefore’ trained to'it} 
who have of them nay, itds watural for chifidrenr td 
walle'contrary to.the' pure and- of Goll; 
profié tb evil as ‘the {harks are Fooli 
bound ap in the ‘heart Of a child; ‘itt thé rod of 
“QhildreW ‘are’ born ‘depraved’ ‘they 

and: by ‘nature thé ‘children oF 
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of theit’ “ father the devil their hearts’ are ‘deceitful above all 

things, ‘and defperately wicked ; ;severy inlagmation of the 

thoughts’ of their hearts is only evil continually” As children 

are thus depraved: and corrupt by nature, it is neceflary they 

fhould-be trained up inthe paths of morality and true religion : 

is as far as his capacity wil 


_- convey into their minds reverend notions of the Divine Being. 


You: fhould teach them to hold his names and titles facred, and 
caution them never to: ufe thofe names but in a religious fenfe, 
and then, with holy reverence : Thou fhalt not'take the name 
. of the ‘Lord thy God in vain 3 for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltlefs, who taketh his name in vain.”? Men take God’s name 
in vain, when they mention it without occafion, in their’com. 
mon difcourfe, which is’ but too frequently’ done ; and when 
they mention it in religious fervice without fincetity, reverence, 
‘or devotion. You fhould endeavor to imprefs the minds of your 
children with fuitable ideas of the greatnefs; glory, and dreadful 
keyg 8 of God, by properly inftructing them in the knowledgé 
divine perfection. Teach them to underftand, that he is 

prefent every where ; that his eye is continually upon them, and . 
bra he notes down all we think, fay, or do; and will bring 
idle word, with every fecret thought, Ynto judgment. 
Tran up your children in a ftri& regard to the Sabbath, enforce 
the command upon their confcience: ‘Remember to keep holy 
the Sabbahday—Ye fhall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my 

fan@uary.”” ~Reverence the Lord’s with your prefence, 
ohh: the prefencé’of your children and and fhew 
_them.by your example, your love to’'God’s houfe and ordinances, 
‘and the: place where: his ‘dwells. Caution them againft 
thinking their own thoughts, fpeaking own words, or doifig 
their own actions, on thle holy day. er public fervice “fs 
over, you fhould keep them. within rach ai them read the 
Bible, or fome other good and religious bobksi'?’ Make them 
duly ‘attend family prayer, ‘and take care they are ‘neyer employéd 
on ‘the Lord's day, but cannot be 
to train in a a high veneration for the word 
‘of God:: ‘inform them whofe word it is—the i importance of what 
it contains—that it is infallibly true, and * able vo miake wife'n uate 


. 
,* 
| 
| 
; 
| 
2 
a 
> 2 
} 
) 
i= 
| 
a 
: 
| 
| 
ry 
4% 
>, 


You Should read and expound the word of God to. your chil- 


dren: ‘Tell them their ftate and condition by ‘nature, the hein- 
oufpels. and the dreadful effects of fin, the curfe it entails on 


mankind ; the hurt it does in the world, the punifhment it in- 
curs at the hand of a juft and holy God. Shew them the happy 


gpd blefled effects of living in obedience to Ged’s divine com- 


mands: ‘ Obedience is better than facrifice—-They that honor 


me, I will honor—If ye know thefe things, happy are ye if ye 


do them——If ye do whatfoever I command you, then are ye my © 


to them, from the facred text, that if they are not born again of 
the Spirit, they cannot fee the kingdom of God—Thus you 
talk with them, when you fit in your houfes, when you lie down, 
and when you arife, and when you walk by the way ; for if you 
neglect thus to warn and inftrua them, if they perith, God will 


pequire their blood at your hands, If ‘the blood of perifhing 


hearers is required at the hand of their minifters, who neglect to 
warn and teach them, with how much more propriety is the blood 
of a perifhing fon or daughter to be laid at the door of a parent 
who neglects his duty in warning, réproving, and inftructing his 
own child? Mayevery parentdulyconfider this. 


Teach your children their need of daily prayer to God, by 


dhewing them their continual dependence upon him for every 


thing they want, to make them happy in time and eternity. Shew 
them that there is no peace, comfort, or profperity, but what 
comes from God, in a way of providence or grace. All our 
{prings are in-him: ‘ In him we live, move, and have our being 


—Every good and perfe& gift cometh down from above, from — 


the Father. of lights, with whom there is no variablenefs, nor 


‘fhadow of a change ;” and from him we receive life, breath, 


He.is a prayer hearing, and a prayer anfwering God ; he has 
made many exceeding great and: precious promifés to all who | 
Sincerely call upon‘him: They whofeek me early, hall find 
me—Afk and you fhall receive—Call upon me in the’ da} of 
trouble, and I will deliver thee—Ask that your joy may be full ; 
for he gives his Holy Spirit: to them that alk him—If any of you 
Jack wifdom, let him-afk of God, who giveth to all men liberally.” 
Tell your children what amazing wonders God.has done in an- 
fwer to prayer. Shew them how he has preferyed his people!in 


_ »\ imminent danger—Jonah in the belly of the fith—Daniel in the 
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ing God’s co 


“dion’s den—The three children in the fiery furnace—Mordecai 


and the Jews, when the. decree for their deftruction was gone 
out againit them. In anfwer to prayer, the Lord has fhut up 
heaven, that it-has not rained for three years and fix months. 
In anfwer to prayer, he fetched Peter out of prifon by an angel. 


- In anfwer to prayer, God has “ fubdued kingdoms, wrought 


righteoufnefs, accomplifhed promifes, ftopped the: mouths. of 
-lions, quenched the violence of fire,” &c. Tell them the judg- 
ments that are denounced againft. prayerlefs perfons, . 
out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the 
families that call not upon thy name :”’ Jer. x. 25. Neither fon 
nor daughter in a Chriftian family fhould live without prayer, if 


_ they have a capacity to know there is a God, who rules and 
reigns as a God, who rules and reigns as God over all, and 


doth what he and in- 


Children fhould be trained up in indySry : : itis 
it will prove a blefling to them; they will have reafon to thank 
-God and you for it, through the whole of Jife. Induftry cul- 
‘tivates the mind ; preferves from a thoufand evils, | {nares, and 


temptations, which idlenefs unavoidably leads into. It is obey- 
> Six days fhalt thou lahor.”’ . It helps 
aperfon to provide for himfelf and family ia a,comfortable and 


decent manner. It.enabiles him to a friend, relieve the 
~ aiftrefled, and contribute towards the {preading , of the gofpel. 
Edlenefs brings a man to difgrace and poyerty ; clothes him in 


Tags, tempts jhim to fteal and defraud mankind, and renders him 


-amuifance to fociety.  Idlenefs has ‘brought many to a éhameful, 


-figaominions end, and will bring many more, for its tendency — 
-leads this way. Induftry is crowned.with the bleffing of the 

Moft High : The diligent hand maketh tich—Seeft thou a 
man: diligent j in bufinefs ? he fhall ftand before kings, he fhall 
fland before mean and be and the Lord 
wish shee. | | 


-Ghildran thould. ws in, truth. Peath is 
ate fhould: be. cultivated 4 in them at:times. -Shew them the hurtfal, 
hateful nature of dying 1 in any affair, or concerm whatever ; that 
lying is forbidden in the ,pure and holy-word of God: Thou 
not ‘bear ofalle witnefs—-Let your yea, be yea; and your 
nay, nay—Lie not one to another.” Set before them the pun- 
ifhment denounced againft all lyars: that ‘ they fhall have their 
‘part that dake which burneth with fire and brimftone 
point out to them, the. practice of falifying their word. 
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“Lay before your children the horrid, abominable practice of 
injuftice. Shew them that it is below the dignity of a rational 
mind ; contrary to the law of nature, which teaches us to do to 
others; as we would they fhould do to us; that the word of God 
highly condemns it: “ Thou fhalt not fteal—Defraud ye not 
one another.”” And when we fee the leaft appearance of this i 
our children; we thould: reprimand them feverely, and, after 
the firft and fecond time of tranfgrefing, the rod mult be ufed ; for 
he who fpares the rod at fuch a feafon, hates his:child. You 
may, by a timely corre¢tion, fubdue this evil difpofition, and 
fave your child from fhame, difgrace, and an ignominious death 
by the hand of juftice. Many a child has — ‘plucked, asa 


brand out of the by this meals. 


Frain up your children to the ufe of decent and becom- 
ing language : this will make them-appear amiable both to you 
and others: ‘* Words fitly fpoken, are like apples of gold in 
piétures of filver.”” By fuch language abundance of fin will be 
prevented, and your children will enjoy the happy and bleffed 

fruits and effects thereof. Tell that every idle word moult 


Padeavor to prevent your children from ufing pro ophine words 
‘and all prophane fwearing, by checking the very firft appearance bo» Sal 
“of it. if parents -were to do their duty in this particular, there | | 
‘would not be a prophane word or oath heard in our land. The — 
horrid’practice' of prophane {wearing would become unfafhionable 

‘to mankind ; it would be detefted and abhorred as language un- | 
«fit for'a rational being. It is a practice fo ridiculous, fcandalous, 
‘and horrible, ‘that all men, if taught, would become afhamed of © 

deteft and abominate it. It is a firft-rate fin,: and: hot 


‘obfcene language fhould be filenced in “your in a 
moment, and not a whifpcr of it heard from the beginning to the ed 
end of the year. ‘They who fuffer fuch language to proceed ~ ee 
‘from their children uncorre@ted, are nurfing up a family forthe 
devil, and will be chargeable with their salle: san any Chriftian 
“parent hear a child utter fuch unfeemly language in his prefence, 
“and not éorreét it? Noj'it is impoffible ; for his‘ears are too chafte 
heat fuch filthy converfation: it uke of old, 
“grieve his righteous 


up ‘your children in an revdrence for 
“a + point out to” them the advantage of good company : 
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“£0 death, and their 


om them the pernicious s effedts of bad connettions, for nothing. 
vitiates the minds and morals of young people more than bad 
companions: ‘ One finner deftroys much good—Evil commu- 
nications corrupt good manners—Come out from among them 
and be ye feparate, faith the Lord.” What conneétion hath a 
Chriftian with an Infidel? “ Deftruction is in their paths, and 
the way of peace ned have not known—Their ways lead down 

eps take hold of deftruction.” ‘As you, 
tender the welfare of your children, keep them from the paths 
of the wicked ; and however de‘irous they are of fuch company, 
_ hay an abfolute reltraint upon them, left you be acceflary to their 
ruin. In good connections there is no danger of their morals 
being tainted, or their minds depraved, or their characters 
ftained. Nay, they will rather be gainers than lofers, by keep- 
ing company with fpiritual, holy people. How many have dated 
their ruin from commencing acquaintance with the wicked? In 
bad companies. you have every thing bad to fear, but nothing to 
excite hope, or a poffibility of receiving good from them. _ Strict 
morality, and pure religion cannot live in fuch connections ; and 
their health, reputation, and property, are all in danger, while 


.they affociate with the wicked.. Wicked companions lead to 


reater lengths in fin than can poflibly be attained when alone. 
he wicked increafe in wickednefs by the afliftance of each other, 


-* and by laying their heads and hearts together in contriving finful 
their refolutions are greatly ftrengthened, their principles 


of education weakened, and the voice of confcience ftopped. — If 
parents would fee their children do well for time and eternity,. 


| : let them take fpecial care that they never fpend their precious: 


moments in connedtions which threaten danger. . Bad compa- 
 nions are a grievous curfe to mankind, and have proyed the. bane 


of thoufands: “ The curfe of the Lord is in the houfe of the 


- wicked——Woe to the wicked for it thall go ili with him ; but the 
seen of the Lord is with the righteous. 


Train up your children to behave in a fuitable manner to all 
mankind ; whether fuperiors, inferiors, or equals: for this is 
advantageous to themfelves, beautiful in the fight of others, and 
approved by all: it commands refpect from men of fenfe; it 
yields peace to the mind, is pleafing to God, and attended with 
his biefhng. - He has faid in his word, “honor to whom honar— 


* Thou fhalt rife up before: the hoary head.” 


Charge your. children that they never Sport themfelves 


‘the weaknels, defeéts, blemithes, or poverty of others. Shew 
. them how abominable i it is to divert themfelves with their fellow 
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creatures, becaufe phe}. are not fo beautiful, healthy, 


wife, or tich, as it hath pleafed.God to make them. If they 
are fuperior to others in any, of all thefe, they ought to be humble 
and thankful; and you fhould endeavor to make them fo too, 
by fhewing them their fuiperior obligations to God ;_ and that it 
is their duty to be more ufeful in their ftation: “ Where much 
is given, much is required—Who maketh thee to differ from an- 
other ?——What hatt halt that thou didft not receive ?—Now, if 


thou didft receive it, why doft thou glory as if thou hadft not. 


received it??? 


Train. up your children with proper ideas of hate- 


ful ‘nature of an haughty, oppreflive, injurious, cruel, morofe 


-difpofition and behaviour ; cultivate in them an humble, benevo- 


Mec, fympathifing, generous; friendly, affable, meek and gentle 
fpirit. ‘To accomplifh thefe ends, you fhould reprefent to them: 
how contrary the former difpolaions are to real religion; how 
deftruétive to the peace of mankind, the happinefs of themfelves 


and others. Shew them the awful threatening denounced againft — 


them, who entertain fuch difpofitions in their hearts, and difco- 


. ver them in their lives. oint out to them the amiablencfs, 


beauty, and excellency of the latter, how becoming the man and 
the Chriftian ; how fuitable to the word of God, the nature of 


- Chriftianity, and the character of a child of grace. Divine in- 


fpitation fays, Be kindly affectionate one to another—Put away 
all malice, wrath, and evil fj —Put on bowels of mercy, 
kindnefs, humblenefs of mind, and long-fufferings—Be kind one 
to another ; tender hearted, and forgive one another in love, as 
God for Chrift’s fake hath forgiven us.”” ‘Tell them the pleafure, 
peace, and happinefs attending fuch a difpofition, and the mifery 
of thofe who are deftitute of it.—<“ Blefled are the meek, for they 


thall inherit the earth.” They are prepared to enjoy the {fwects © 


of nature, while a man ofa favage temper carries that within 


him, which gnaws his very vitals. No man needs a greater tor- 
ment than a cruel difpofition ; for it eats out all peace, comfort 


happinefs. Bleffed are the merciful, for they thall obtain: 


mercy—Blefled are the peace-makers, for they fhall t be called the. 


children of God.” Such a difpofition clearly indicates to whom. 


they belong, and fhews that fuch a fpirit anfwers to a gracious 
principle in the heart. Tell them how much the oppofite tem- 
per refembles the fpirit of datknefs; and their d “i if God 
were to lay judgment to the eed and pnnpeiets to the 


plummet. 
Train up: children in true notions of temperance and 
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this life. Inform them that they have no power to create a duft 
or a drop 3 convince them that it requires creating power to 


_ farnith the neceffaries of life: and thall we wickedly wafte what 


none can provide but God himfelf?  Shew your children how 
many familtes have come to poverty, by a wafteful extravagant 
way of living. Set before them the many bleffed effects which 
attend care and frugality. How many perfons and families have 
rofe from meannefs and obfcutity, by care, induftry, frugality, 
and the blefling of God, which generally attend the diligent and 
careful ? None but the careful cun be of fervice in their day and 


generation, becaufe they waftefully confume it all on themfelves. 


Iman can affiift his friend, relieve the diftreffed, promote 
the caufe of Chrift in the world, and fometimes’ refcue a brother 
from deftrution; but a wafteful perfon has it not in his power, 
for his continual waftefulnefs is like a daily confumptioen on his 


fubftance; therefore, fuffer not your children to wafte or con- 


fume the fimalleft blefling.* 


Train up your children to be charitable and liberal, where it is 
. Shew them the advantage arifing from thence ; for, 
God ubundantly bleffes thofe who relieve the neceflities of proper 


- ebjects, from a right fpirit: “ He who gives to the poor, lends 


to the Lord,” who will repay with good intereft—“ A cup’ of 
cold water given to a difciple of Chrift in the name of a difciple, 


not lofe its reward,” ‘The liberal hand fhall be liberally 


re To the bountiful he is bountiful. The widow’s mite 
fhall 
the widow’s heart been made to fing praifes to God for the 


_ bounties of the fiberal hand ? How many fouls in heaven are now 


praifing God, that he put it into the hearts of fome men to fup- 


~ port the gofpel, by their contributions, which proved, throught 


the Spirit’s operation, favingly ‘beneficial to their fouls? T'each 
your children to exercife charity with prudence ; for it is no cha- 


to felieve thefe who wafte, and wickedly {pend what they 


receive: neither is it chatity ‘to give thofe who liven a lefs frugal 


than ourfelves. Charity prudently dorte,: affords great plea- | 


fare both to the giver and receiver, and will be followed with a 


divine blefing. Ged will not forget work and labor of 


Tf fix perfons in a ‘family waftefully confume each of them but one 


pemmy arday, it will amount to mine pounds in one year ; end an proportion 
according to their bumber, and wafeful practice. 


digality, finful extravagance, and a watte of the good things of 


not pafs unnoticed by an allfeeing God. How often has | 
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\ Let ot your children follow cards and dice, horfetraces and 
eock-fighting, with other practices of a gambling nature ; for they 
are of a moft pernicious quality, and attended with baneful con- 
fequencés ; fuch as idlenefs, diffipation, injuftice, and falfhood. 
: Tf your children once fall into this hurtful praétice, it will devour © 
- , their time, corrupt their thoughts, and wafte their property. 
Gaming puts the mind continually upon the rack, fills it with a 
multitude of anxieties of a very difagreeable nature; and leaves 
~ either room nor time for better employ, and more profitable fub-' 
jects. Gaming corrupts honelty, turns the mind into a neft of 
villany,+ and. vitiates the whole foul. Gaming, when attended 
with fuccefs, hardens the mind in this pernicious praétice, and 
drives it from every thing ferious, and fills it with vanity and 
prodigality, for; to ufe the old proverb, “ Lightly come, lightly 
one.”” And how can we expect it otherwife, when the practice 
we fuch a tendency to corrupt and vitiate the minds and words of 
men? If a gamefter lofes by his practice, it makes him doubly 
active in trying every bafe art, and cunning device, to feeifhe 8 ff 
can retrieve himfelf ; and if he fails here, it leads him to other ne 


bad practices, whereby lie may make up his deficiencies, which 
have often’ proved fatal in a fhort time. Such is the baneful | 
practice of gaming. 2, 


__ Train up your children ftrangers to the gay circles of human — d 
life; fuch as revellings, banquetings, balls, 

other carnal diverfions, and fenfual amufements; for thefe are 
attended with ten thoufand evils, but not one advantage can be 
derived fromthem. ‘They debauch the minds and morals ofmen _ 
beyond any thing the devil has-ever yet invented. They befet, 

intoxicate, and deftroy whole nations. Many who will not be 
feen in the more profs and vulgar fcenes of wickednefs, are found _ 
here by crouds. Thefe fcenes are thought polite, genteel, fafhi- 
onable, and refiried ; but infpired Paulfays, ‘She that liveth in 

pleafure, is dead while the liveth.” John the Baptift loft his 

7 head through one of thefe feftival dancing bouts, which fhews how | 
diametrically oppofite they are toatrue Chriftian character, 2 


- * ‘Train up your children in an habitual diflike to the vain modes, 
“manners, cultoms, and fafhions of the prefent day. There are 
few, if any cyftoms and fafhions in the world, but what are vain, 
wvicked and carnal. We may be fure, that carnal minds will 
éarnal fafhions ; fom world wanders after the beaft.’” 
_ Fhence our Lord fays, “ If any man will’ be my difciple, let him 
deny timfelf,; take up his crofs, and follow me.” If the natural | 
ifpofition of the mind were not carnal, ‘and averfe to that which 
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is or pray what occafion to deny ourfelves in following Chrift? 
But this thing is too plain to be contradicted ; for by nature we 
are “ carnal, fold under fin,” and averfe to-every thing that is 
good. . The carnal. world is fo far from being a mosiiel for our 
— condué& and converfation, and fo. far from being pleafing to God, 
that John the Divine fays, “ If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him—For all that is in the world, 
_ the luft of the flefh, the luft of the eye,” and the pride of life, is 
_ not of the Father, but is of the world.’”’ . It is impoflible that 
the world fhould approve any thing but what is pleafing to depra- 
ved nature. -Were it poffible to form a drefs, a behaviour,. and 
a converfation the ur a xpreflive of true godlinefs, the world 
would hate, deteft, and abhor fuch cloathing, fuch converfation, 
and fuch behaviour ;. becaufe ¢‘ the carnal mind is enmity againit 
of confequently, againit thing that has the refemblance 
him. 


‘Train chikiren in the of all the doétrines 


duties of the Chriftian religion. They who negleé this, 


~ negle& one great. part of their duty in the education of their chil- 
dren. As the gofpel is the greateft blefing mankind is favored 


_ ‘with in this world, it is the duty’of every parent to train up his — 


ehildren inthe knowledge of it, to the utmoft of hispower. To 
_ this end, teach your children the Catechifm, which contains a 
| of the Chriftian religion, ‘T’ake care that this fhort. 
‘cotpetdium be well fixed in their minds, memories and judg- 
) or -Furnifh them with proper reafons and arguments for what 
¥ are taught to believe and pradtife. Get Mr. Beddome’s. Ex- 
poe but of the Catechifm, and make them read it over once every | 
wee through the year. This; with a divine blefling, will prove. 
excellent method to ground your children inall. the 
_ tals of religion, and make them “ wife unto falvation, through | 
faith in Chrift Jefus;”? which i is the fincere defire of 
your brethren im our dear Lord. | 
Train =p your to. tend: and profitable 
.fach as:aré calculated for their real advantage, ‘either inthe civil, 
moral, or religious life. Never fuffer them to read books that 
-have a tendency to corrupt their morals, inflame their depraved 
_paflions,’ ‘or give them a tafte for the vain cuftoms, manners, or. 
fafhions of carnal men. Be careful, therefore, to prevent their 


teading  foolifh fongs, novels, plays, intrigues, romances, or 


whatever has a tendency to corrupt the mind. ‘T’hefe things have 
been the caufe of ruining many a-young perfon. .Thoufands 
have: ‘had reafou to execrate all fach books, on account of the 
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_ @itiated the morals of whole nations. . Ail fuch writers are a 


_ to difdain every divine inftitution in the Chriftian religion, and 


“practice, but cuftom, human tradition, or the force of educa- 


effects they have from theni. - 
‘dudions have flain their thoufands, and tens of thoufands, 


veurfe to the land where they refide, and thould be paeaane- 
by every lover nad true Bar ded 


its force may: be in every fect and and pry through this and 
other kingdoms. Things the moft in religion, ace ad- 
-hered v0 by the rifing generation with as much firmnefs and {tabi- 
with xliviae inipisstion. A. papilt may 


as if they 
be taught to believe a prieft, ane pres fooner than the Lord 
-of heaven and earth ; and that mene bread is the body and blood, — 


foul and divinity of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Others one 


made to believe that the holy ordinances are beggarly elements. 
Some are taught to flight divine inftitutions, and are induced to 
them; calling then non-dilentials or cirqumftantials 
and thereby dook wpon it as a matter of indifferenoy, whether 
they believe as teaches, and do as he bids them er not. 


And education has fuch an influence upon them herein, that 


they -~will abide by thefe fentiments as firnily es if they had the 


scommand of Gad, the example of Chri(t, and she of 


‘Apottles fer what they do. ‘Mumbers .of this ftamp we have in 
‘this nation, who have nothing to fupport them in their belief and 


tion, without one paffage of feriprure, which fhould Re | 


pradtice in religion. 


From thefe-things, the influence of 
a degrees of men evidently appears ; and -how neceflary .1t 1s 
dfor.alt God’s people to take-care, utmolt ef their power, 


‘tin the education. of their children. If training up..n error and 


abfurdity has fuch influence upon :the human mind, as daily ob- 
fervation confirms, furely truth, good fenfe, and the infallible 
Wortlf:God, will have:no lefs under a divine bleffing, if 


the wied encourage usin she diligent 


‘all the:means:in» our poffefion): a-child.in the way 
thould:go, when:he old, he will ngt depart from it. 


good: qwere attendedto by every parent, there would 
amontward reformation through the forthongh 


piallemight not equally profit by. it, it would lay fuch a reftraint 
the 


sooft éafily-to.be broken through, aad 
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it would form and mould fuch numbers into a decent behaviour, 
as would produce a majority, and thereby weaken the power of 


the prophane and profligate. 


‘The greateft part of all outward acts of fin, may, with juttice, . 
_ be charged upon the want of Education. Is it nota juft obferva- 


tion, and proper remark: Like father, like fon; like prieft, 


like people?’ - What an amazing blefling is good education ! 


May all thofe who are favored with it, learn to prize it, be truly 


| 


thankful for it, and make a proper improvement of it. ° What 


accumulated and aggravating fins muft thofe be guilty of, who 
break through all bonds of a good education ? What bitter reflec- 
tions muft the conduét of fome children give their parents, who 
have entirely neglected their education ? But, on the other hand, 
what peace and pleafure have fome parents, in feeing the blefling 
of God, and the {miles of heaven, crowning their endeavours 
herein? May the Lord gracioufly help you to do your duty in 
this particular, and own it for the prefent and eternal welfare of 


our offspring, is the earneft defire gf your bxcthren in our dear — 


ord. 


Signed, on behalf of the whole, by the Moderator, 
T. THOMAS. 
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Baltimore Circular Letter. 
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THE BALTIMORE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
MEETING IN THE TOWN OF BALTIMORE, 
AUGUST" 1795 :——-TO. THE CHURCHES. 
WHOM WE REPRESENT. 


Breruren, 


wt 

Havinc had a comfortable interview with each 
other, and a pleafing intelligence from the churches, that they 
are firmly attached unto the truth they profefs, trufting that they 
endeavour to adorn the doétrines of the gofpel by a holy living —. 
may the Lord caufe the churches to grow in grace, and that the 
beauty of vital holinefs and brotherly love, may abundantly ap- 
pear among the brethren—may not the day of {mall things dif- 
co you, but rejoice that there are {mall beginnings ; it was 
not always fo as even naw ; remember he that fowed the muf- 
- tard feed ; he did it in his own time, and in his own time he 
can caufe it to grow up to a large tree—be encouraged then, to. 
wait patiently in the ule of God’s appointed means ; you know 
not how foon he may raife up many fons and daughters unto Abra- 
rar ag add many unto his little churches, fuch as thall be 


* 


v 
- may be remembered, by fome at leaft, that at our annual 
ting in the year 1794, that there was a fubject appointed for 
difcufhon this year ; which was to fhow, wherein a Strong, and. 
_ a Weak Faith differed.—This we fhall attempt to do in as few 
words as pofitble, doing juftice'to the fubje@. 


In‘order to put the matter in a Clearer light, to weak un- 
derftandings, it may be neceflary (though they differ).to thew 


in what refpects they agree :— 
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rft. They differ not in the remote caufe, which is the _— 
grace and * ds of God; from this fountain came that great gift 
of Chrift, and in, and through him, come all the graces of the 
fpirit in their full latitude. A {trong Faith, and a weak Faith is 
the fruit of Eleding Love—“ As as were ‘ordained to eter- 


nal 


2d. They differ not in seit cautfe, which is the 


fpirit of God: Col. ch. ti. ver. 12. “ Through the faith of the 
operation of God.” As in the orchard, che which ftandeth 
ftrong, and the tender plant which lands ce g, both were 


; * ~ 


‘3d. They differ not-in effence man a 
mian differ in power and working ; yet 
in the nature and in refpect of being. 


4th. They differ not as to their fpecial they. 
look unto a 8 as made in Chrift, as ‘the foundations 


their hope. 


“sth. ‘They differ not in éniis, which are sory of 
Gel, and the falyation of the foul. 


far they agree, there is a divertty with regard to. 


ftréngth : you may fee one Chriltian look up to heaven with tears 


of joy, as fob, I know that my Redeemer liveth ;” another 
looking up witht tears sof Lord be merciful to 
a finner.”” 


A ftrong Paich can triumph above all fears, faying, “Tam 


ed that nothing fhall feparate me from the love of God in Chrift;”” 


a weak faith combating with many fears, faying, “ but will the 
Lord be favorable to ve 3” he ventures like ‘ er towards the. 


feeptre, “If I perith, I But how: comes it to pals. 


“aft. ‘Let it be. that Faith is never in 
ignorance or total darknefs, but j in knowledge and light but-a 


% weak faith has not fo clear a knowledge of the extenfivenels of 


Chrift’s mediation, his fullnefs, and to > the 
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faith’: lenge tim to other 


fown 


yrore ¢xperiméntally acquainted with inward confliGsy 
and therefore better qualied to addrefs tender 


‘Some. feverer and more difficult feavices 
then othersy fo they have different meéafures of faith tite them 


"The diverGity of degrees may be afcribed to the affiflance 
of the which is like wind. blowing where it lifteth, 


Now we will proceed to give fome infances of Strong and 


Weak Faith. . 


in. fingle Sod great matters is an argu- 
ment of a ftrong faith, as in the Centurion, who came to Chrift, 
“¢ Speak the word only, and my fervant fhall be healed,’”’ what 
faid Chrift! Verily faid he, “ I have not found fo great faith, 
no, not in Tfrael.’? But when the heart is. inclined to a life of 
fenfe, and cannot be perfuaded by the naked word, without fen- 
fible pledges, he is weak in faith; like Thomas, without he 
feeth the print of the nails, he will not believe: unlefs he feels 
the favor - Chrift in a fenfble manner, he wiil not beli¢ve that 
God loves him. If firong faith feeth falvation in the promife, i¢ 
goes away rejoicing. If weak faith has not fome of the inberit+ 
as well as in God’s hand, it is 


ad. A ftrong faith will thet, which 
would difcourage a weak faith ; the woman of Canaan that.came 
— to Chrift, faid, ‘ Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou fom of 
David ;” he anfwered her not a word, Chrift’s filenke caufed her 
te raife her voice the higher. The difciples faid, “fend her away, 
for the crieth after us.” Again, the came and worhipped him, 
faying, Lord: help me,”? He anfwered, ‘ Jt is. not meet to 
take the childrens’ bread, and ecaft it to dogs.” She takes the 
hint .“ Truth Lords the dogs cat of the crumbe that fall from 
the malter’s table,’? Then Jefus faid, “‘O woman, great is thy 
faith ;” that faith that will prefs on againft difcouragements, 
though God de. net immediately anfwer ;° will {till cry for mercy, 
as.one faid, “Though he flay me, yet. will I truft ia 


‘Rot enough: Godhas to {peak again more clearly, as Gideon 


be called a {trong faith. . As.to a weak faith, one word. of God i 


- 


> i 
3 
J 
{ » 
an 
2° 
‘ 
2 
‘ 
+ 
> 
. 
« 
“4 
¥ 
~ 
i 
> 
€ 
¢ 


= 


cue! fign éfter another, the be wet and the’ 


‘ite temptations, it 


fach' as God's everlatting 


earth dry ; then another, the fleece muft be dry and the earth’ 
wet: Judges vi. 37,39. This fhewed weaknefs in his faith. As 


to aweak faith, all the promifes and ar ts'inGod and Chrift, 


A ‘firong faith can hope, iis expefation is 


_ grounded’ onthe promife alone; as in Abraham’s cafe—he 


wuaiediy fon—God promifed him an Ifaac. There was nothing 
in nature to encourage‘his faith,’ every thing was againft him but 


_ the promife ; but he confidered how able God was to perform 


his»promife.- ‘The more: ftrength a naked ‘promife hath with a 
foul when # alone gives-peace and quietnefs, the ftronger faith is. ' 
But when the foul looks for inward qualifications for encoura 

ment to’ believe ; it argues a weak faith. Whatever we join with 


_ Chrift, or the promife in point of dependence, be it ever fo 


good, has a tendency to weaken faith. Good things in poffleflion 
are matters of thankfulnefs, but as are | 


sath. A baits can more eafily with 
different vicifhtudes of Providence, than a weak faith. There are 
many changes, incident. toa man’s temporal life. Sometimes 
we abound; and our mountain is ftrong. Anon, comes adver- 
fity,' and ‘our mountain is’ fhaken ; sone under thefe changes, not: 


to be changed, ‘provided it proceeds n not from a ftupid infenfibi- 
on of the wifdom and goodnefs of 
God; ‘it thews a fai faith—— Like Job, in his*adverfity, he ftill, 
blefied God. | The more -pafhive the heart is, the more active 
faith is. Paul had learned that leflon: In every {tate there- 
with to be contented.’?'» But a weak faith, is like Gideon in ano- 
ther cafe—If the’ Lord be with us,’ why is all this evil befallen’ 
us weak faith is apt, vinder croffes, by loffés and difappoint- 
ments; todraw con¢lufions againft itfelf, not confidering; that 


@very:-fon whom he-loveth*he chaftifeth,” aod to be anxious about 
@living»in the world, we eat, and what fhall we 


drink, ‘or wherewithal! fhall we be clothed 5, this, our’ Saviour’ 
faithytheweth Jittle: faith: Matthew vi. 30. God has done 


* moré for believers'than the world is worth ; therefore, to fuf-' 
hiss for {mall which he alfo promifeth, litele: 


roves'the ftrength of faith; A {trong faith 1s 
bn bye drawn from Evangelical truth, 
the gift of his‘fon, the evil of: 


enabled -to fabdue 
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bai in the death Chritt. ‘He devs the wonderiel things God 


done: for: him, and engaged in promife yet to do more : thefe 


truths being imprefled on the heart by the Spirit, have a mighty 
wifluence-—a contftraining power to beget watchfulnefs aga inft the 
firlt:motions of fin. Seeing how unreafonable it is tofin againtt 


_ fuch a good God, he prays for ftrength to fubdue the power of 


inbred: corruptions. | A. ’s knowledge being {canty in gof- 
i truths, and the mind not being.exercifed in a due manner, 
too much influenced by a legal fpirit, trufting in their owa 
ftrength, they are apt to fall in.an hour of temptation.» When 
Péter. trufted in own ftrength, he denied his Lord, which 
fhewed his faith:.to be We allow faith to. be true 
. when n is réfified, but to conquer fin, fhews ftrength of faith ; : to 
wreftle is fomething, but to conquer is more. ) 


6th. A ftro faith-has the immutability of God in his eye, 
hence the Apoitle to the Hawewss ch. vi. 18. for the 
firmation .of their faith; “puts them in mind of the immutability of 
God’s council, and that it was impoflible for God to lie : upon 
this foundation, even the flability of the promifes, the ftability of 
_ the Saints is. founded: fo we read, Yas Cod changeth not; there- 
fore, the fons of Jacob are not confumed. 


But a weak faith is apt to make an eftimate of his eternal ftate 
by his framés, which are as changeable as the wind; while warm 
. they have a comfortable hope : after a while, they are cold, then 
~ they are almoft ready to give up; they would, had it not been, 
that “ the foundation of God ftandeth fure, having this seal, the 
Lord knoweth them that are his.”” _ 


Now we- fhall give a few hints that, though a weak faith is 
eppofed to a ftrong faith, to's ares 


ah A weak faith, though it is not fare Chrift is its Saviour, 
yet it honors Chrift as Lord. Thomas could fay, ‘My Lord, 
and my God ;’ he would be fubject to no law but that o Chat | 
he ioved his dogtrines he loves his ordinances. 


2d. Though a weak faith cannot ne Chrift is his friend, he 
can fay fin is bis enemy. 


gd. A weak faith, it has not comfort in believ- 
ngs unbelief and hardnefs of heart is a burden apd trouble to 
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igthy faith will nce elt ici willbe doing’ 
dhe foves:tomttend the means where Clint is exhibited: if- he 


fteps:a little above his dowbtings by an appreheafon of acting 


| beam, he is perfueded. is well, and will be well : he is: 
10 renounce ali hope in Chrifb, and take 

fomeother way, or: elle to:throw itfelf upon Chrift, though in the 
dark, even a weak fath: will 
bis: tridden intereft in Ghrefi'; it will ventare into the haed 
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THE following Articles concerning the ecclesiastical standing 


of baptized children, and the duties of the professing members of 


the Church towards them, have been adopted by the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Durham, as expressive of some of their lead- 


ing sentiments on this subject. With the approbation of the 


Presbytery, to which this Church belongs, they are now subjoin- 
ed to the Discourses. These Articles may be of some use to 


_ those who have been long thinking and talking on the neglected 


duties of the Church towards her Covenant seed. They may 
serve to bring them to look more directly at the subject. With 
this sketch before them, they can set out ; aud add or ens as 


shall appear to them necessary. 


The Articles were first brought before the Chureh by a comi- 


mittée, appointed for that purpose. In this — form ss are 


now given to the public. 


The Church's appointed to draw up 
the relation in which baptized children stand to the Church, and the 


"duty Of the Church towards them, submit the following report. 


T. The¥are of that the subject referred to them is one 
of the most weighty and interesting which can occupy the atten- 
tion of a Christian Church. They meee that the glory of God,— 
the beauty of the Church,—the salvation of the seed of believers,— 


and the peace and comfort of those parents who have given their 

children to God in covenant, call, for a very serious attention to 
_ this subject. 

* [Mal. iv.5, 6. “* Behold ‘I will send you wick the prophet, before the coming 


of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he sha 
to the children, and the heart of the children to their Solhars, lest I come and smite 


i turn the heart of the fathers 


the earth with a curse.”’] 
Hf. The committee are of opinion, that the 12th Article of the 


_Church’s Confession of Faith is correct, as’ it respects the rela- 


tion of Children to the Church : in which it is said; ** That Christ 
now has, and ever has had, a Church in the world, which, in its 


“visible form, is composed of all who profess faith in ‘him, and sub- 


mit to the laws of hiskingdom, together with their children.” We 


consider that the children of professing parents do from their 


birth beara relation to the cay@nant of grace, on’ which the 
Church is built ; and that one design ¢ of their ip bepapet is to denote 
thatrelation. 


z.14, the little’ children to come me, lind forbid 


: fer of such is the k m of God.” 
"te Rom. xi, 21, the of the Church, in distinction from ‘all its other members, 


are called the natural branches — tree.] 
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Church wholly through the medium of their covenant parents.* 
They are in the Church, not as professors, or-active members, 
until they voluntarily take hold of God’s covenant: but they are 
‘to be considered as the children,—the seed of the C hurch ; brought 
intothe familyof Christ to be trained upforbim. = 

* That is,—Infants, or children, bear no relation to the Church considered as in- 


fants or children, but merely as being the children of parents who are in covenant 
with God: Therefore while there is the greatest propriety in baptizing the children 


- of such parents, there is not the least propriety in a promiscuous baptism of ali the 


children which are bora in Christendom. ‘ee he 

Gen. xvii. 23. “ And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born ia 
his honse ; and bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s 
house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the self-same day, as God had 


said unto him.” Abraham believed, taerefore Ishmael and all his household receiv- 


éd the seal of the covenant : : 
Exod. xii. 48. “ And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee; and wil] keep the 
passover to the Lord, let all his males be cjrcumcised.” These were to be circum< 
cised wholly on account of the rélation which they bore to the stranger, who be- 
sa Agi avie 14, 15." Whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto 
ings which were spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized and her house: 
Ahold," Cor. vii. For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wile, 
jand the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband : else were your children ‘un- 
clean ; but now are they holy.” If neither parent had possessed any title ‘o the 
covenant, then there could be no title for the childrens . They would have ‘no con- 


_ IV. We consider the covenant of Abraham, (that is, the co- | 


venant of grace,) on which the Church of Christ in eve - 
built,‘ as: containing promises of saving good to our.children, in 
case that we as parents put pur trust in God’s gracious promises, 
and are enabled faithfully to keep covetiant with him in their re- 


ligious education. 


Gen. xvii: 7. “ And 1 will establish my covenant between me and thee, and 
thy seed after thee in their generations, Jor an everlasting covenant : to be a God unto 
thee, and to thy seed after thee,” With this compare Gen. xviii. 19. : “ For 1 know 
him, that he will command his children. and his household afier him 3 and they sha 
keep the way of the Lard, to do justic@and judgment ; that the Lord may bring 


Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.” 
Isa; Ixi; 8. 9.—-*¢ And I will direct their work in trath; and J will make an everlas- 


ame. covenant with them. And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and 
their offspring-among the people al) that see them shall thei, that 
they are the seed which theLord hath blessed.” will longer denied that the 
covenant contained blessings for the seed of the Church, Prov. xxii. 6. Trainupa 
child in the way he should go; and when he is old he will not depart from it."]_ 


—¥. ‘A Chorchin its collective capacity is bound to watch over 

‘all its children : but while they are in minority, this watch is more 

particularly to be exercised through the medium of their covenant 

TEph: vi. ye fathers ‘provoke not children to wrath} but bring them 

Up in the nurture abd admonition of the Lord.” ‘This is a part of an epistle directed 


-* toa particular Charch. Among the-duties enjoined on this. Church, one is the reli- 
peation of their children, it seems, was — 


particularly required at the hand of their fathers or parents. ] 


gious education of their children : And this 


ia a 
‘ 


iif. The childreir are‘considered as bearing this relation to 
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_ VI. If during the age of minority a child is stubborn and refuses 
obedience to his parents,—after the Church are well assured of it, 
and also that the parents have madé every suitable exertion to re- 
claim him ; and when they, asa Church, have taken suitable meas- 
ures in concert with the parents to effect so desirable a thing as 
the reformation of the child ; should these means fail of success, 
heisto be publicly cut off and disowned bythe Church, as being 

_no longer one of their covenant children. 

[Deut: xxi, 18,21, “ Ifa man have'a siubborii and rebellious son, which will not 
obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his ‘mother, and that when they have 
chastened him, will not hearken tothem : Then shall his father and his mother lay 
hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of -his 


lace : And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and re- 
Pellious, he will not obey our voice; he isa glutton anda drunkard. And all the men 


of his city shall stone him with stones that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from fos 


among you ; and all Israe! shall hear and fear.” 

Ifthe parents of such a stubborn and rebellious son should’ neglect to solicit the 
Church to grant them aid in reducing him to subjection, it would in this case no 
doubt become the duty of the Church to inquire into the matter, and extend their dis- 
oe either to the parents, or to the child, as they should find the case to require. 


is and the preceding Article liave special reference to the —s of baptized —~ 
t 


members while under age ; but they were fot designed to intimate, that the discipline 
of suchanembers ceased with their minority, The contrary sentiment is manifestly 
implied, when it is said, “ A Church in its collective capacity is bound to watch over 
all its children : but. ibhile they ore in minority this watch is more ‘particularly to 
be exercised through the medium oftheir covenant parents.” This obviously im- 
lies, that the Church in its collective eapeen? is bound to continue its watch over its 
ptized children, even after they have gone from uider the paternal roof, and from 
under the immediate inspection of their parents. ] 


VII. The religiotis education of children implies: 1. That we 
exercise “faith in God’s gracious promises concerning the chil- 
drewof beliévers.* 2. That we pray for them, and with them.t— 
3. That we fnstriict them into the dectrine of Christ.t 4. That 
- we exercise akind and benevolent government over them, requi- 
_ ring them to obey God’s commandments, and forbidding and re- 

straining them from things re yen to God and contrary to his 
word ; particularly from sinful gaming, tavern-haunting, balls, 
| aie swearing, profaning the sabbath, and other evident 


reaches of the Divine commands 


{* Gen. xii. 5, 6.—** And hé said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he delievai 
in thedLord ; and he counted it to, him for righteousness.” Mark ix. 23,— Jesus 
said Ulto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth,” 
Prov. iii. 5, 6.— Trust in the Lord with al! thine heart—and he sha!] direct thy 
paths.” Mat. xv. 28:—“ Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, greut 
“as thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole 

from that very hour.” 

t James v. 16.—*‘ The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 
- 1 Chron. xvi. 43.—* And David returned” (i. e. from the services of the sanctuary) 
© to bless his house.” Josh, xxiv. 15.—* But as for me and my house, werwill serve 


t Deut. vi. 6, 7.— And these words- which Lcommand thee this day shall be in 
thine heart, and thou shalt re, Mn teach them unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
thein when thou sittest m thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up.”” Eph. vi. 4.——* But bring, them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” oF 
§ Of Abraham it is: said, “‘ He will. command his children and his household afier 
him.” —Gen. xviii. Of Eli it is said to his dishonor, His,sons made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not.’’—} Sam. iii. 13. 1t is also mentioned-to the disad- 
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